Video Notes: Zulus at War
· For 200-years Europeans lived near Cape Town South Africa.

· In the spring of 1820 a Methodist settler, Theophilus Shepstone, settled with his family 500-miles north of Cape Town. 
· They grew their own food and made their own clothes. The children saw it as an adventure far from England.
· In a village 300-miles north of the Shepstone’s young Zulu boys worked caring for their cattle. One was called Cetshwayo.

· Cetshwayo was a royal prince in hiding from a vengeful king. His mother told him stories of a brave Zulu warrior king named Shaka. In only 12-years he created a powerful kingdom with an army that was feared throughout the region but he was then killed by his half-brother.

· Cetshwayo and his mother went into hiding. After a time in hiding, he was able to go back and live with his father.

· The English expansion northward brought them in contact with the Zulus. Trade began between the English and Africans.

· The Zulus grew bitter as settlers encroached on their land and stole precious water. The number of armed clashes grew.

· Who would control South Africa, European settlers or African kings?
· Shepstone’s knowledge of African languages and cultures were useful to the English. He was also a judge.

· In 1843 the British seized Natal and new settlers flooded into Zululand. The British turned to Shepstone to calm Zulu fears. He also had to persuade them to work for British sugar plantations that had a labor shortage.

· King Mpande ruled over an alliance of regional chiefs. A reed was taken from each chief and formed into the Zulu sign of unity, the inkatha.
· King Mpande called up all boys at the age of 14 and formed them into regiments loyal to him rather than their regional kings.
· At the age of 24 Cetshwayo he became the most powerful Zulu. Cetshwayo wanted the alliance with the British. He met with Shepstone not to support his rivals but to recognize him as the rightful heir to the Zulu thrown.

· At first Cetshwayo was wary but then came to trust Shepstone. In 1872 King Mpande died and all Zulu mourned. At first it looked like some chiefs would oppose Cetshwayo.

· In the end, Cetshwayo became king of the Zulu and his goal was to become as powerful as the king Shaka.

· Cetshwayo was determined to return the Zulu kingdom to its former glory.

· Shepstone came to pay his respects to the new king. He staged a bizarre European style coronation and declared that Cetshwayo was the king of the Zulus on behalf of the British Queen.

· In 1877 a rich diamond field was discovered at Kimberley. Then gold was discovered in the Transvaal. The British became determined to seize control of this new wealth.
· In 1877 Shepstone claimed the Transvaal for the British. Shepstone would soon betray Cetshwayo.

· When Cetshwayo refused to give in on a land dispute with Shepstone, Shepstone advocated for war against the Zulus.

· The Governor of Cape Town readied his men for war. The 24th regiment of foot soldiers posed for a photo before fighting what they thought would be an easy victory.

· Shepstone drafted an ultimatum. He demanded that Cetshwayo disband his age regiments which held the Zulu forces together). The Zulus were given 20-days to comply or else they would be invaded.

· Cetshwayo felt betrayed and said he will not start the war but would fight when invaded. He readied his men for war.

· Cetshwayo drew inspiration from Shaka.

· On January 11, 1879 the deadline ran out. Lord Chelmsford and the British moved in. 

· Cetshwayo played a game of bluff and counter bluff while he drew in the British to fight on Zulu land.

· The slow progress of the British hurt morale. The British made an encampment.

· On January 22, 1879 Chelmsford fell into the Zulu trap. He split his forces and went east. Those who remained were sitting ducks. Cetshwayo had an army of 20,000 men only 4-miles away.

· At midday, a British patrol stumbled upon the Zulu.

· The Zulu set off after the British troops. The British were unprepared for the massive force bearing down on them.

· Cetshwayo and the Zulu used a traditional formation and attacked from three sides.

· The British opened fire using the new Martini-Henry Rifle for the first time in battle. At first the British caused heavy casualty. 

· Some Zulus had rifles but they were not trained on how to use them.

· After a few minutes the British rifles overheated and then they began to run out of ammunition.

· Soon the sheer numbers of Zulus overwhelmed the British. The Zulus pushed the British back. The British made a brave but futile stand.

· Just before the Zulus overtook the British an eclipse occurred and there was an eerie darkness.

· The Zulus defeated the Redcoats at their camp. 

· A few soldiers tried to fight their way down a hill and only a few survived.

· The Zulus pursued the remaining British troops.

· Some British reached the Buffalo River at Fugitive’s Drift.

· In less than 3-hours the British royal troops had been embarrassed by part time peasant Zulu fighters.

· Only 8 British soldiers escaped. The rest were captured and killed. Most of the 24th regiment were now dead. Shepstone’s son was also killed.
· 3,000 Zulus died.

· Cetshwayo’s dream of an independent Zululand was not to be. The British, Shepstone, and the Governor all wanted revenge.
· In 1880 the British sent 70,000 soldiers and defeated the Zulus.

· Cetshwayo was captured and sent to Cape Town. It was a humiliating end for a Zulu king and the annihilation of 10,000 of his men, and the destruction of his kingdom.

· Cetshwayo went to England to meet the Queen, hoping for sympathy and drew crowds wherever he went.

· In 1883 he returned to Zululand and was enthroned by Shepstone but now his kingdom was divided into 13 chiefdoms. He died the next year.

· Shepstone retired and fell into dispute with London over his pension.

· For the next 100 years black Africans in South Africa would have no control over their own land or destiny.
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